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John Goldman is a civic volunteer, active in various philanthropic and 
community organizations following his business and government career. 
A native San Franciscan, John graduated in 1967 from Lick-Wilmerding 
High School.  He received his undergraduate degree from Swarthmore 
College in 1971 and an MBA from the Stanford University Graduate 
School of Business in 1975.   
 
John is the immediate past President of the San Francisco Symphony, 
having been in this role from 2001 until 2012 after joining the 
Symphony’s Board of Governors in 1996; he continues to serve on the 
Symphony’s board. He is a Past President of the San Francisco-based 
Jewish Community Federation and currently serves on the board of the 
Stanford Health Care and the US Olympic and Paralympic Foundation. John was formerly Chair of the Stanford 
Athletic Board, a member of Stanford Live!, and served on the Board of Managers of Swarthmore College. In 
April 2017, John received Stanford University’s Gold Spike award, its highest recognition for service to the 
institution. He has been a trustee of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts since his 
appointment by President Obama in 2014 
 
Professionally, John is the former Chairman of Willis Insurance Services of California, Inc., and he was Chief 
Executive Officer of Richard N. Goldman & Co. John and his wife Marcia have two children, Aaron and Jessica, 
and John’s pastimes include reading, golf, Masters swimming, travel, and doting on his three grandchildren. 
 

 


