
Heather McClean 

Director of Development Operations and Policy, The Barack Obama 

Foundation 

 

Heather McClean is the Director of Development Operations and Policy at 

The Barack Obama Foundation. As a member of the development 

leadership team, she oversees the prospect research and gift 

management teams and has primary responsibility for setting the 

Development team’s fundraising goals and metrics, drafting gift 

agreements for donors, and developing gift acceptance guidelines, 

including naming opportunities and fundraising reporting. Prior to joining 

the Obama Foundation, Ms. McClean served as the Director of Gift 

Planning, Gift Policy, and Global Engagement Liaison in the Office of Gift 

Planning at the University of Chicago. In that role, she counseled donors and their advisers on complex 

giving techniques and was the liaison for matters involving international giving and non-U.S. alumni. Ms. 

McClean also spent several years as an associate in the Chicago office of the law firm Baker McKenzie, 

with a focus on acquisitions and project finance. She is a graduate of Vassar College and Northwestern 

University Pritzker School of Law.   

 


